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OSTAMERICANS
think nothing of

filling the tanks of
_ their cars with gas-  In Hampton Roads, Jer-
oline emanating from Sau- rv A. Bridges, the new exec-

di Arabia, the acknowledged utive director of the Virginia
source of numerous terrorists Port Authority, has raised the
who have attacked the Unit-  possibility of foreign owner-
ed States. Nor do most Ameri- ship when he suggested that
cans shrink from purchasing aoutsourcing of the operation
television set produced in the of our ports is a discussable
People’s Republic of China.  proposition.

But the idea that a “foreign™ Let's be straightforward:
country should operate our  Numerous U.S. ports already
ports is opposed by a resound- are run by foreign firms. Ap-
ing majority of Americans.  proximately 80 percent of the

FﬂREIGN FIRMS c AN This view, however, is one that terminals at the Port of Los
should be re-examined, for  Angeles are operated by for-

foreign operation of our ports eigners; six of the seven com-
- AND Dﬂ - ﬂPER ATE has surprisingly little todo  panies that operate termi-
with their security, vet often nals in the Port of New York

OUR PGRTS S AFE[Y improves their efficiency and and New Jersey are foreign-
profitability. owned.

Might we wish to restrict

Firms hailing from sin- the list of foreign countries
gapore and Taiwan oper- that we will allow to operate
ate terminals at West Coast  our ports? Probably. There
ports such as Seattle and Ta- are obvious differences be-
coma, Wash.; Oakland, Ca- tween Great Britain and Cuba.
lif., and Los Angeles. Locally, A federal Committee on For-
the Ceres Marine Terminal is eign Investments with repre-  kinally, can foreign opera-
owned by a Japanese firm, and sentatives from the FBI, Pen- tion lead to higher profits for
Maersk’s Danish origins are  tagon, Treasury, Commerce our ports? Yes, if the price is
well known. and Homeland Security exists right. The state of Indiana sold

There are three major fac- that makes such distinctions the operating rights for its In-
tors to consider when we ex-  on our behalf. We should trust diana Tollway for 75 vears to
amine foreign operation of our them. an Australian-Spanish firm
ports: safety, efficiency and Are foreign-owned port op- for $3.85 billion.
profitability. With respectto  erators more efficient than I agree with Jerryv Bridges.
safety, those who operate the American firms? As much as It would take the right com-
ports are not primarily re- we might like to think other- pany and the right price, but
sponsible for their security.  wise, the answer is thev of-  the successful operation of
Port operations and securi-  ten are. We should not find it the Port of New York and New
ty are separate functions. Lo- surprising that some foreign- Jersey by private companies
cal authorities and the Depart-owned firms are more effi-  —in this case, foreign-owned —
ment of Homeland Security  cient than we are at managing tells us it is time for the com-
—not foreign firms —arere-  and operating our ports. We  monwealth of Virginia to give
spongible for port safety and cannot be the best at every-  serious consideration to simi-
security. thing. lar options.



